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~ . SECURITY INFORMATION

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

25 September 1952

STAFF MEMORANDUM NO. 274
SUBJECT: Orouzd Casvalties in Recent Koreem Pighting

1, Oreund sction im Kores cver the pest 6 to 8 woeks has
been characterized by intensive Communist efforts to win and hold
terrain features at seversl points slong the iire of contact.
Without refsrenca to ths broader probiem of the cost to either
side of prolonged hostilities im Korea, the question has bsen
rafised whether the Commniste mey heve adopted a polisy of son-
dusting intensive, smell-uni¢ sttecke with the objesst of infliict-
ing, over s prelonged peried, heavy sttrition on UN manpower.
The fellowing figures on UN and Communist casuslities have beon

- compiled from the deily CINCFE Situation Reports and the daily
!‘arnm Teleccn. UN and Communist nen-dattle cssusitiss are nod
insluded.

Ground Casmaltiss in Kores for Pericd
& Augusd -- 21 Septesbere

Killes = Wounded Nisoing ‘i‘om
in in in © - Campalties
Action Action Action

us 289 1406 238 1933
ROK 596 1836 é3 2495

Sub Tobal 865 322 '_ 0L L%28.
Communists &1 7009 13,56

# Figapes for 19 Septenber were not cvailable.
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2, The figures indicate that total Comminist cessallies wers
roughly thres times thoso of the UN during this pericd. Howover,
the musber of Communiste killed in action wag over 7 times the
nusber of UN killed, Simce a much larger proportion of UN
wounded may be expested to returm to duty the relative atiritiom

' ofthotwtomuinthaaam%mhashegnhetmmSuﬂ?%l
in faver of the UN. We doubt that tha Corsunists would consider
such & rate favorsble to them.

3. It &3 more likely that ths recent local sttacks by the
Commmnists have besn in the nature of "gpoiling® attacke to fore-
stall anticipated UN oifensive astion; the Communist ground action
may elsc bs a reastion to the incressed UN alr efford.
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